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What is FSA?
• The Florida Standards Assessments 

(FSA) measures student mastery of the 
Florida Standards through a variety of 
item types.

• The Florida Standards are closely 
aligned with the educational standards 
used throughout the country, more 
commonly known as “Common Core”.



Achievement Levels



• Prepares students for success in college, career, and life by 
emphasizing analytical thinking

• FSA includes more than multiple choice questions

• Students may be asked to create graphs, interact with text 
content, and respond differently than on traditional tests

• Question types assess students higher-order thinking skills

• Parents and families are able to review sample question 
types by accessing practice tests on the FSA portal –

• Fsassessments.org

How do the Florida Standards 
benefit my child?



Implications for Our Students:

• 3rd Grade Promotional Requirements

• Middle School Elective Course Scheduling

• School Grade & Funding

• Preparing students for higher paying jobs 
(College and Career Ready)

• Student, Parent, & Teacher Pride



• Grade 3-8: ELA-Reading and Math

• Grade 4-6: ELA- Writing/Reading and Math

• Grade 5 and 8: Statewide Science Assessment- Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS)

• Grades 7 and 8: Writing

What Assessments are 
Administered?



Paper Based vs. 
Computer Based Testing



Scheduled FSA Dates
Elementary 

Students
Middle School 

Students

FSA Writing Grades 4 and 5 - April 
5th 6th Grade - April 5th

FSA Math Grades 3-5 – May 10 
and 11

Grades 6-8 – May 10 
and 11

FSA 
Reading

Grade 3 – April 5 and 6
Grades 4 and 5 – May 3 

and 4
6-8 – May 3 and 4

FSSA 
Science 

5th Grade – May 17 and 
18

8th Grade – May 17
7th Grade Civics – May 

18



Florida Standards Assessment Design
English Language Arts

Text-Based Writing



Writing Assessment
• Scored as part of the Reading Assessment

• May be an informative or opinion-based prompt

• Given 2 – 4 articles (Text Sets) to read & respond to a related 
prompt

• 120 minutes to read, annotate, and write an informative or 
opinion-based essay

• Must include references from the text & provide personal 
insight/original thought to support ideas



Text-based Writing Sample Prompt



Sample Writing Text Set



Florida Standards Assessment Design
English Language Arts

Reading Comprehension



Reading Assessment
• Paper-based

• Composed of approximately 6–8 reading passages, 
with sets of 6–11 items relating to each passage

• Approximate Word Count Range for Text or Text Set

Grade Number of Words

3rd 100-700

4th 100-900

5th 200-1000



• Includes informational and literary reading passages

• Informational passages may include magazine/newspaper 
articles, editorials, and biographies

• Literary passages may include short stories, poems, folk 
tales, and selections from novels

• Percentages of Text Type by Grade Band

Grade
Band

Literary Informational

3-5 50% 50%

6-8 40% 60%

9-12 30% 70%



Item Types:

• Multiple-Choice

• Editing Task

• Selectable Text/Two-Part

• Multi-select

• Table Match



Editing Task Item



Selectable Text Items
(Two-Part)



Multi-Select



Table Match



Florida Standards Assessment 
Test Design

Math 



MATH FSA

• 3-6 Paper Based Test and 7-8 Computer Based

• 60 – 64 Questions

• Questions and answers will be keyed into the 
same booklet.

• Students will work out problems within their 
test/answer book.

• 4th and 5th Grade will get a Reference sheet 
with conversions and formulas.



Reference Sheets
4th Grade 5th Grade



FSA Item Types

• Multiple Choice 

• Multiselect

• GRID

• Matching Item

• Selectable Hot Text



Item Types

Multi-Select Multiple Choice



Item Types

3rd Grade Grid 4th and 5th Grid



Matching



Editing Task Choice – Item Type



Florida Statewide Standards 
Assessment (FSSA)

Test Design for Science



SCIENCE FSSA

• Covers NGSS Standards from Grades K-5

• Paper Based Test

• 2 – 80 minute sessions

• (8th test in one day/ 5th in 2 days)

• Multiple Choice only

• Test Booklet with Bubble Sheet



FSSA Breakdown

• Nature of Science 17%

• Earth and Space Science 29%

• Physical Science 29%

• Life Science 25%



Sample Question (High CC)
Felipe and Marsha were studying forces

and decided to do an experiment. They

placed four equally sized blocks made of

different materials on an elevated plastic

tray. They watched each of the blocks move

down the tray. Their setup is shown below.

Which of the following conclusions can Felipe and Marsha make about the 
forces that cause the blocks to move down the tray?

A. The force of friction is the same on each block.

B. The force of friction causes the speed of each block to increase.

C. The force of gravity causes all the blocks to move at the same speed. D. The 
force of gravity is greater than the force of friction on all the blocks.
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1. Prepare



Informational Resources
Florida Department of Education

www.fldoe.org

FSA Portal

http://www.fassessments.org/

Smathsmarts

www.smathsmarts.com

Iready

www.Iready.com

http://www.fassessments.org/
http://www.Iready.com


2. Get a good 
night’s sleep!

3. Fuel Up 

4. Get to 
school early

5. Positive 
attitude ☺

Be Serious,

Be Confident, 

& Be Strategic



6. Read 
Carefully 

7. Just Start! 

8. Try to FOCUS 
on what you 
are doing

9. Watch your 
time
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10. Focus on CALM Breathing  




